Anytime a child has an accident, it's tragic. The last thing that you want to happen is
for your child to be hurt on a holiday, it would forever live in the minds of the child
and the family.

There are many ways to keep your child safe at Halloween, when they are more
prone to accidents and injuries. The excitement of children and adults at this time of
year sometimes makes them forget to be careful. Simple common sense can do a lot
to stop any tragedies from happening.

Help your child pick out or make a costume that will be safe. Make it fire proof,
the eye holes should be large enough for good peripheral vision.

If you set jack-o-lanterns on your porch with candles in them, make sure that
they are far enough out of the way so that kids costumes won't accidentally be set
on fire.

Make sure that if your child is carrying a prop, such as a scythe, butcher knife or a
pitchfork, that the tips are smooth and flexible

enough to not cause injury if fallen on. October 2008
Kids always want to help with the pumpkin carv-
ing. Small children shouldn't be allowed to use a
sharp knife to cut the top or the face. There are
many Kkits available that come with tiny saws
that work better then knives and are safer, al-
though you can be cut by them as well. It's best
to let the kids clean out the pumpkin and draw a
face on it, which you can carve for them.
Treating your kids to a spooky Halloween dinner
will make them less likely to eat the candy they
collect before you have a chance to check it for
them.

Teaching your Kids basic everyday safety such
as not getting into cars or talking to strangers,
watching both ways before crossing streets and
crossing when the lights tell you to, will help
make them safer when they are out Trick or
Treating.
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When children become good readers in the early grades, they are more likely

to become better learners throughout their school years and beyond.

Becoming a reader involves the development of important skills, including learning to:

e use language in conversation

e listen and respond to stories read aloud

recognize and name the letters of the alphabet

listen to the sounds of spoken language

connect sounds to letters to figure out the code of reading

read often so that recognizing words becomes easy and automatic

learn and use new words

understand what is read

Preschool and kindergarten teachers set the stage for your child to learn to read with
some critical early skills. As a parent, you can help by understanding what teachers
are teaching and by asking questions about your child's progress and the classroom
reading program.

You can also help your children become readers. Learning to read takes practice,
more practice than children get during the school day.
Taken from--- http://www.justreadfamilies.org
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